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1, During 1974 South Viesnamese crounc foxecs 
expended abouc 295,059 shore tons OF ammuniticn, akous 
37% Jess: that che. S20,000 “tone they sieed, in Lot) ene. only 
one-quarter of she recora nAGh 782,000 tens in ae72 (see 
Table 1s She gstillory cometien= of tne exsenciscises 
Showed. a: Similos -6eGline surins. che saried, 2neice vine 
, the overall comvosiviun Of axcendcieures of Groune anmunliicn 
ronained relatively constanc. En. 1972,.2cr anensis, & 
total of azcut 3.8 Billion davtillery rounés were. sires, 
78% less then cha 1972 expenditure of 17.2 nisticon rounds. 
ve 
‘i Table 1 
oe South Vietnamese Ammunition Excenditures, 1972-1974 
Snore tons. | of 1972 s\scnel Sires 
(thousancs) 
i ? 
1972 788 100% 
1973 326 , 41% 
‘ i‘. 
1974 7 205 26% 
i! - ‘ . ‘ 
: Millions of rounds % of 1972 excenditures 
; 1972 17.2 100¢ 
1973 5.7 33% 
: 1974 3.8 22% 
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2,154 46,930 


1972 


1,311 

448 
2,907 
1,951 


a > 
“yy 


lst Qtr 
2nd Qtr 
3rd Qtr 
4th Qtr 


15,580 


1973 


37,300 
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4. Previous reporting has indicated that in early 
September, 1974 the South Vietnamese initiated a major 
effort to conserve anmunition in response co the cutbacks 
in U.S. military aid. Analysis of expenditure data for th 
fourth quarter shows that the GVN has had sove success, 
Since September, South Vietnamese expenditures have 
averaged 16,820 tons a month -- a drop of 18% from “he 


third quarter's expenditure rate and about 23 less than she 
average rate registercd during the first nine months of 1974. 
Although a low rate of combat prevailed during Ostebaer and 
November, South Vietnamese expenditures in December -- a 
period of intensified fighting -- remained below 656 tons 
daily, considerably less than the 672 tons a day fired during 


the heavy fighting last summer. 


+} 
oO 
be. 
Ft 


5. With respect to stockpiles, the South Vietnamese 
will have ample amaunition to maintain Souren clan 
1974 expenditure through 1975. Already me 100,000 tons 
of anmunition are stocxpiled in the cou “- equivalent 
to about six month's supply at last quar 
Moreover, 65,000 adGitional tons oF amm 2 
to arrive throuch the regular pipeline, tvhe 
tons will be transferred to South Vietnam from lao 
deliveries will leave South Vietnam with = total o 
tons of ammunition availiable Zor usa throuch June, 1 
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This amount of ammunition would support only 80 days o 
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combat at the expenditure rate of 2,400 tons a dav eve 
during the 1972 offensive, but at the 1574 seak expendi 
it would last about nine and one-half months. 
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